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3. “And from the evil of nightfall.” 


The Almighty warns the believers about the night even though the night is among 
His mighty signs contirming His existence in the minds of those who retlect. 
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“Indeed! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation 
of night and day, there are indeed sisns for men of understanding.” ( Soorah 
Aal ‘Imraan, 3: 190) 
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“He wraps the night over the day and wraps the day over the night. And He 
has subjected the sun and the moon.” ( Soorah az-Zumar, 39: 5) 


Modern scientists looking at the term ka wwara which means to coil or wrap in a 
circular fashion point out that this alludes to the circular shape of the earth. 
Furthermore, astronauts observing the earth from the moon’s orbit indicated that 
the night seemed to coil around the day and vice versa. 

Furthermore, the creation of night is itself a great blessing, about which 
the Almighty said: 
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“It is out of His Mercy that He made for you night and day to rest, seek His 
Bounty, and to be grateful.” ( Soorah al-Qasas, 28: 73) 


Without the creation of night, life would be very difficult, as those people who 
live in the northern regions of the earth testify. Whenever, their season shifts into 
24 hours of day for up to six months or vice versa, people living there often go 
through a series of psychological changes. 

However, Allaah instructed that refuge be sought from the nightfall, in spite 
of it being a blessing in and of itself. 




“And from the evil of nightfall.” Refuge is sought from nightfall because the 
night is a time in which the forces of evil become most active. Under the cover of 
darkness, the evil elements are able to operate most freely. Most crimes are 
committed during the night and places of corruption like bars, discos, strip-clubs, 
and so on, do most of their business during the night. The night provides a cover 
in which the evil forces can operate without being easily identilicd and avoided. 


Consequently, Prophet Muhammad (MP was reported by Jaabir to have said: 
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“When the night falls, keep your children close to you, for the devils fan out at 
that time. An hour later you can let them free. And close the gates of your house 
and mention Allaah ’s Name on it, for the devils do not open closed doors.” 1 


1 Sahih A1 Bukhari, vol. 4, p.321 , no. 500 , Kitaab: Ashribah; Baab: Taghtiyah al Inaa, 
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Based on this, Ibn al-Qayyim pointed out that the secret behind seeking refuge 
with the Lord of the Dawn becomes clear; for the dawn represents the beginning 
of the day and the appearance of light which repels the armies of darkness and the 
evil elements of the night. The filthy and corrupt people, thieves and highway 
robbers return to their hideouts and caves, and the night creatures return to their 
lairs. Thus, the Almighty mentions in His Book: 
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“Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He brings them out from 
darkness into light. While, the guardians of those who disbelieve, are false 
deities and false leaders who bring them out from light into darkness.” 

( Soorah al-Baqarah, 2: 257) 


Faith is light and it leads to light. It settles in the illuminated heart connected to 
other illuminated and bright hearts. On the other hand, disbelief and idolatry is 
darkness and it leads to darkness. It settles in darkened hearts connected to other 
dark hearts. 2 


2 Badaa T at-Tafseer, vol. 5. pp. 401-2. 
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